[Perimortem semen retrieval from comatose intensive care patients : Medico-legal, psychological and ethical aspects].
Due to new technological advances in assisted reproduction, perimortem sperm retrieval has developed into a subject of increasing interest for families of comatose or dying male patients in critical care facilities. These requests raise a number of medical, ethical, legal and psychological issues. ARGUMENTS AND CONCLUSIONS: The case of a comatose dying male patient is used to illustrate the variety of positions and problems which have to be discussed. The importance of written consent of the donor, the interest of the unborn child and the legal limitations are highlighted.